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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 0762 
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TAGS: PINT, NU 

SUBJECT: P.J. CHAMORRO VISITS EMBASSY 

REF: MANAGUA 0745 

1 . LA PRENSA PUBLISHER AND LEADING OPPOSITION FIGURE PEDRO 
JOAQUIN CHAMORRO VISITED THE EMBASSY CHANCERY FEBRUARY 
13. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT CHAMORRO, THE STORMY PETREL 
OF NATIONAL POLITICS, HAD DONE SO SINCE 1970. CHAMORRO DIS- 
CUSSED MANAGUA RECONSTRUCTION WITH AID DIRECTOR, WAS GIVEN 
A TOUR OF USIS AND COMMERCIAL SECTION FACILITIES, LOOKED 

IN ON THE CONSULAR OPERATION AND CHATTED BRIEFLY WITH DCM, 
ECONOFF AND POLOFF (AMBASSADOR WAS OUT OF CITY). 

2. CHAMORRO'S VISIT CAME ONLY A DAY AFTER HE HAD BEEN RE- 
LEASED FROM CUSTODY BECAUSE OF THE LIBEL TRIAL INITIATED BY 
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES' PRESIDENT CORNELIO HUECK (REFTEL). 

THE JUXTAPOSITION OF THE TWO EVENTS WAS NOT LOST UPON ONE 
PSEUDO-LEFTIST RADIO COMMENTATOR WHO IMPLIED THAT 
CHAMORRO HAD SOUGHT POLITICAL PROTECTION AT THE EMBASSY. 
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3. COMMENT: CHAMORRO'S VISIT WAS A CALCULATED ACT WHICH 
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HE HAD BEEN CONSIDERING FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. IT REPRESENTED 
SOMETHING OF A SYMBOLIC WATERSHED IN HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE US, TACITLY CONFIRMING HIS JUDGMENT THAT THE AMER- 
ICAN EMBASSY IS NO LONGER ALIGNED EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE REGIME, 

A PERCEPTION WHICH HE HAD ENTERTAINED FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS. 

SINCE CHAMORRO IS PROBABLY THE MOST INFLUENTIAL NON-SOMO- 
CISTA OPINION LEADER, THE GESTURE REPRESENTS A NOT INCONSI- 
DERABLE SUCCESS IN THE EMBASSY'S SIX-MONTH OLD EFFORT TO 
PROJECT A MORE EVEN-HANDED IMAGE. FOR CHAMORRO. HOW- 
EVER. THE ACT MAY CREATE PROBLEMS WITH SOME OF HIS IDEO- 
LOGICAL ANTI-AMERICAN ALLIES IN UDEL. 
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